
Good afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen.  It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this event.
 
Special thanks must go to Graeme Titmas (H 65) for once again sponsoring our use of the RAF club, so that it is possible for us to meet in this beautiful venue.  Thanks also to the RAF banqueting and catering team for another delicious lunch and excellent service.

I am delighted to welcome Martin Reyfield, the new Chair of Council and a former and current parent of Haileyburians.  Also, to welcome Nicky Bicket, the retiring secretary of the Bishop’s Old Diocesan Union, who is our guest speaker.

The Society enjoys long-standing and loyal relationship with many OH sports clubs and I am delighted that many of their representatives are here today.  I must particularly mention Kate Hearle, who is a Cambridge, National, International, Commonwealth and Olympic rower.  Deane Pennick, Chairman of the OH Rackets club, has a table, all of whom will be celebrating birthdays ending with a zero this year and Tom Huckin the chairman of the OHRFC has a table.  I was privileged to attend the unveiling of the WW2 memorial boards in the club house in March.  Tom’s  brother Philip Huckin, who is a trustee of the HS, has devised a survey for OH’s and I would plead with you to complete and return it!  

I am going to begin with some of the memories my Father had of ISC and the amalgamation with Haileybury.

My Father went to I.S.C. In the summer term of 1940.  Many of the boys intended pursuing a career in the Armed Forces, and he had difficulty in becoming accustomed to the strict timetable and routine  The news that I.S.C. Was to close was received with stunned disbelief and the feeling that this was a disaster even worse than the night the College tuck shop was bombed!  By contrast Haileybury seemed very relaxed.  If I.S.C. Had an air of army style discipline, that at Haileybury was almost monastic.  Only bachelor accommodation was available, there were no female teaching staff and the dining hall maids who came to Haileybury from Windsor were very soon replaced by men.  Travelling was difficult during the war.  Consequently during term time it was almost as if women ceased to exist.

My Father always said that after leaving school he found it almost impossible to communicate with girls, none of whom seemed very interested in rugby, rowing or cricket.  He subsequently came to regard this all-male environment as rather unhealthy. 

My brother joined Haileybury (and Kipling) in 1971.  Among his earliest memories are those of having to wrestle with stud shirts and collars and having to adhere to a code of conduct that prevented him from having his hands in his pockets.  His time at Haileybury included what was probably the most significant transition in its history with the intake of girls in 1973.     

Haileybury helped him discover that he wasn’t horrible at English, Jack Thomas, his teacher was truly inspired and inspirational.  An incredibly gifted and funny man, he brought the class alive with his antics and humour and we are greatly honoured to have Imogen Thomas as our special guest today.

When he was 16, my brother became hooked on motorcycles.  Our Father bought him a Honda 90cc motorcycle and he and his best friend, who also had a motorcycle, formed ‘The Haileybury Motorcycle Club’. There were just the two members and the key to flouting the rule that no boys were allowed motorised vehicles at school, was that they were supposed to be ‘working on (non-running) motorcycles’ … and certainly not allowed to ride them. 

Fortunately, their motorcycle shed was an old garage, located at the far end of Avenue where there was almost zero traffic— foot or motorised - so they were able to slip away — under cover of darkness to ride around the local country lanes with impunity and return safely, undiscovered, provided they cut their engines and coasted downhill to the garage.

However—teenage boys are not known for their restraint.  One evening, during prep, they were sitting at a set of red traffic lights in Hertford when a  car pulled up next to them and to their horror, they realised it was their housemaster.  Although they were both wearing full faced motorcycle helmets, when he looked across at them, they knew, he knew that it was them. At that moment, the lights turned green—and they took off like they were starting the last lap at Silverstone. 

Arriving back at school, they cut the engines as usual, slipped the bikes into the garage and threw caution to the wind by crossing Quad at a full sprint.  Astoundingly, they weren't seen and got back to their respective studies unscathed. To this day he has no idea how they got away with it, but they did.  Interestingly, his passion for motorcycles and the English language lives on to this day.

When I arrived at Haileybury in 1976, there were 12 girls in my year and I was the only girl in my year in Kipling.  Transitioning from a small, sheltered, all girls, Anglican Convent school to Haileybury was something of a shock.  However, becoming educated in the finer points of rugby and cricket proved a bonus after leaving Haileybury.  If I met a tongue tied boy at a party I would simply 'talk' rugby and cricket and that would break the ice. I always watch 6 Nations and my love for cricket remains to this day.

I was fortunate enough in February of last year to have been given a guided tour around Haileybury by Joey (Head of Kipling) and Maddie (Head of Lawrence).  Both were outstanding ambassadors for the school.  I was curious to see the changes that had taken place. 
The internal alterations to Kipling and Lawrence (now a girls’ house!) are a miracle of modern renovation, well thought out, practical and look nothing like how they looked in our day! Technology was everywhere.  iPads are used in classrooms. 
With over 900 students, a new scitech building and the ratio of girls to boys being 50:50 it was clear that Haileybury has progressed to being a modern, forward thinking, co-educational school, yet has retained certain values from the past, including chivalry and good manners. 
 
 In March I went to Haileybury to see the new SciTech building, not as President of the Haileybury Society but as the Grandmother of two potential Haileyburians.  Council are to be congratulated for forging ahead and building the new sci/tech building (this was during Covid!) as Haileybury now has the opportunity to become a real powerhouse for teaching computer science.  

The Haileybury Society is committed, in various ways, to the welfare and wellbeing of Haileyburians throughout their lives.  Grant support, career support, travel and drama awards, friendship, re-connecting friends, overseas representatives, sharing charitable endeavours and an online business directory to name but a few.  

In 2022 it was reported that private schools benefitted from £3 billion worth of tax exemptions every year.  

The taxable benefits of having charitable status are:
1).  No VAT on school fees  
2).  An 80% reduction in business rates
3).  Donations can be “gift aided”.  For every £1 donated, HMRD will give another 25p
4).  Legacies are free from inheritance tax.
5).  No corporation tax
6).  No capital gains tax
7).  No stamp duty

Currently every poll is predicting that Keir Starmer is going to sweep into Downing Street after the General Election, with a majority.  It is easy to see why a Labour government would want to pursue the removal of Charitable Status from independent schools, however, this requires an Act of Parliament. Removing the VAT exemption on school fees is not an issue that is linked to charitable status, thus Keir Starmer and Rachel Reeves have both stated that VAT at 20% will be imposed on school fees in their first budget.  This alone will bring about enormous change in the independent school sector and Haileybury will be facing some considerable new challenges, particularly in relation to taxation.  

OH’s have always been generous any time Haileybury has appealed for money, for a particular project.  The Arm in Arm appeal raised £80,000 in 4 months.  I began this speech with some reminiscences my Father had of his time at ISC and Haileybury.  He died in 2017 and I was his executor.  He gave generous legacies to various charities.  I was baffled as to why he didn’t leave a legacy to Haileybury, after all he went to Haileybury, and he sent both his children there.  I came to the conclusion that no one had asked him, but now ladies and gentlemen I am asking you to consider leaving a legacy to Haileybury via the Haileybury Society.  This would be tax efficient.  The Haileybury Society is well established, well run and not in danger of losing charitable status. A strong and vibrant relationship between both the School and the Society is essential for the future of both organisations and we look forward to working with Council and Martin Rayfield to deliver the optimal solution for the benefit of future Haileyburians.

I am sure we can all agree that we greatly benefitted from our time at Haileybury.  Life lessons learned that still guide today.  Haileybury instilled values of integrity, a spirit of service and leadership which opened doors in preparation for later successes. Endurance, tenacity, self-reliance, independence, confidence in oneself, compassion, charity, generosity, the ability to learn, the power of a constantly enquiring mind, a sense of always wanting to face the next challenge head on (whatever that might be), true lifelong friendships and most importantly the value of loyalty are all qualities I associate with Haileybury.  

Ladies and Gentleman 

 - Vivat Haileyburia!








